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Ta Fáilte Romhat Bridgetown - Welcome Bridgetown to the Super Valu 2014 National Tidy Towns competition.  We 
appreciate your ‘thank you for your visit’ to Baile an Droichid. We enjoyed our visit on a lovely sunny evening! You 
have a small committee, so it is important that you can call on extra help when you need it. Because you are such a 
small group you organise one official meeting and holds several casual meetings ‘on site’. We would encourage you 
to try to find some new members despite the small size of the village. With such a large school, perhaps you could 
find some of the parents from the locality to join your committee.

You get some help from Clare County Council and Arrabawn also gives you a donation occasionally. Small private 
contributions and the organising of the coffee morning/table quiz helps towards funding.

Communication is by notices read out at church. We hope that you circulate these notices to any minority religious 
groups in your area also. You attach notices to the school notice board, and distribute leaflets. Have you considered 
using e-mail, texting, a web page or Facebook? These are sustainable communication methods and are also very 
attractive to the younger generation. They also save time.

We are delighted to see that you have a great relationship with the school. Well done to the students who have 
achieved two Green Flags. The children help with an annual cleanup and they give excellent example in relation to 
litter control.

You list various improvements for which you have been largely responsible in the village since you entered first in 
1987.The attractiveness of the village has brought in new residents  and this has helped to keep the school ‘alive’ 
We note that - not alone is the school alive - but it has a  large student population with six teachers. This is good to 
hear.

Thank you for your photographs which show a beautiful blue sky. We were also lucky with the weather on our visit. 
Finally it is good to know that there is good community spirit in the village with various groups involved in specific 
areas of interest.

Your map was very minimalist and could be improved upon. Please name all approach roads. We note that you 
have not submitted a Tidy Towns plan. A three or five-year plan will focus your mind on the important issues facing 
you, and it will help you to prioritise your work. A plan need not be prepared professionally, but you should consult 
widely locally in preparing such a plan. You should also consider any statutory and non-statutory plans applicable to 
Bridgetown in drawing up your work programme. Please refer to the Tidy Towns Handbook for advice in relation to 
the preparation of a three or five-year plan. It is essential to progress in the competition and to gain extra marks 
under this particular category that you submit such a plan in 2015.

You are a bit mixed up in your paraphrased Entry Form, as you call the second adjudication category “Built 
Environment and Landscape”. It should read “Built Environment and Streetscape”. It is better to either use the 
hardcopy or download a copy from the Tidy Towns website. This will give you correct category headings.
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under this particular category that you submit such a plan in 2015.

You are a bit mixed up in your paraphrased Entry Form, as you call the second adjudication category “Built 
Environment and Landscape”. It should read “Built Environment and Streetscape”. It is better to either use the 
hardcopy or download a copy from the Tidy Towns website. This will give you correct category headings.

You have not listed any project under this category heading for this year's adjudication. The funding for signage 
application which you have informed us about belongs to the Wildlife, Habitats and Amenities category.

You understandably have a problem with the closure of some businesses, thereby creating lack of upkeep in 
disused buildings. And so Cooney’s bar looked poorly because of its need for paint. Is there anything you can do to 
arrange with the owner to improve the situation, as the building is at a strategic entrance to the Fairgreen/River? Its 
precincts - where the clothes bank is located - also look quite rundown and in need of some attention.

The church is very well presented. The school boundary wall needs repainting and the water tower would also 
benefit from a repaint.

On the approach from Killaloe we noted a good stone abandoned house was good roof. It is a pity that this is lying 
idle.

The buildings on the hill by the side of the Fairgreen are very traditional, and form part of your village streetscape. 
However the two-storey building looks particularly derelict. Is there anything you can do to conserve these 
buildings? Below these buildings we admired the beautiful well painted traditional red gates.

At Arrabawn, we loved the fact that the old Co-op signage has been conserved. This is very much part of the history 
of your village.

Tony's bar is very well presented, and this is hardly surprising, as on adjudication day we saw the man himself 
busily working outside his premises.

We would like to see some more evidence of the use of Irish in the village and we give you a suggestion in the 
Wildlife category.

You rightly say that your greatest asset is the village green. We agree that it is impeccably maintained. You also 
maintain the riverside area very well. We are glad to see that you have left the lovely old stone bridge without 
adornment, as such structures can stand alone and do not need improvement, and in Bridgetown the adjacent 
natural shrubs and trees provide the perfect backdrop.

Your floral planting in various places was admired. We would encourage you to plant sustainably in the soil where 
possible, because this is more environmentally friendly and also visually more attractive in a rural village.

We admired the beautiful garden of the two-storey white house with the single story extension to the side at the top 
of the green -close to Tony's bar. In this vicinity on a minor approach road we also noted a stone shed gable with 
surrounding shrubbery which looked very well.

The river certainly is a great asset visually and as a habitat. We are delighted that you have discovered its bat 
residents. You say that it is managed ‘with huge respect for the flora and fauna’. You do not give us any details as to 
how you do this. Your application to Clare County council under the Public Area Enhancement scheme concerns 
this category, as the purpose of the project is to increase biodiversity awareness amongst the people of the village, 
as well as providing visitor information. It also seeks to develop and promote walking routes. Additionally you hope 
to use the funding to prepare flowerbeds, walls and steps to the river, and to enhance the seating and tables in this 
area also. The copy of the application (which you submitted) details information board proposals and other works. 
We wish you luck with this application and, should you be successful we look forward to its outcome on the ground. 
Remember to use the Irish names of species as well as the English names on boards or other material produced.

There are two issues we would like to comment upon. Firstly we saw evidence of what appears to be weed killing by 
chemical methods in various locations throughout the village and the non-removal of dead vegetation resultant. The 
yellowed edges of the green are an example of where manual weeding would create a much more visually positive 
affect. We also mention a large splayed entrance with a Gate Lodge (beyond Tony's bar) which also had been 
treated for weeds and looked poorly. We would encourage you to consider non chemical weed killing methods as 
this is much better for the environment. If you speak to your County Heritage Officer about such methods, we are 
sure you would be well advised. The second issue was the fact that we noticed some hedge trimming of a fairly 
recent origin - on  -for instance the Killaloe approach road. Remember that it is permissible to trim hedging along 
cultivated ground (e.g. gardens) throughout the year. However with regard to hedge trimming, you are reminded that 
it is an offence under the Wildlife Act 1976 and Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2006 to cut vegetation in a hedge or ditch 
on lands not cultivated between 1st March and 31st August annually - this is for the protection of nesting birds. 
Should you have any issues in relation to road safety and hedges please refer to your local authority's advice.
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Should you have any issues in relation to road safety and hedges please refer to your local authority's advice.

The village appeared to be in a very tidy condition on adjudication day, and you are leading by example. You say 
that there is a great ethic in the village regarding cleanliness and tidiness. This was in evidence on adjudication day.

A bank by An Fuinseóg needs reseeding, and strimming is required in front of some derelict sheds nearby. We 
would suggest that you choose a uniform painting scheme for field gates in - and on the approaches to the village, 
which would give the village an identity and also look well.

The Arrabawn boundary wall could be painted along its downhill end. 
We observed some few pieces of litter on the approach road which arrives at the village at Tony's bar. (We have to 
use complicated descriptions of roads - as you have not named approach roads for us, and signposting was not in 
evidence naming the approach roads.)

A farm complex opposite the church which includes a barn with a stone wall and a concrete block wall has rusty 
gates and needs screening and gate painting. Securing of slates on a stone shed is also required.

The good standard of weed free footpaths was noticeable throughout the village.

One of the Green Flags at the school is frayed. We observed two fly posts on the pole at the school gate.

Despite the general excellence of the Green we noted a white seat in need of repainting. Along the hill – along the 
side of the Green -we noted an amount of dead branches which should be removed. Reseeding of areas of the 
green in this location is also necessary.

A long whitewashed shed wall at the top of the Green area would benefit from re-whitewashing as part of the wall 
has become dirty.

Would it be possible for Arrabawn to store materials/products in the screened area rather than along the roadside 
boundary?

Our Lady of the grotto (in the church grounds) would benefit from cleaning, although the planted grotto area looks 
well. We note that last year's adjudicator said “the grotto in the church grounds appeared to be somewhat faded and 
it could do with a bit of restoration.”

You take part in the annual cleanup each April.
It is excellent to conduct a litter patrol every day and well done on this.
We observed some few pieces of litter on the approach road beyond Arrabawn. A (very) few pieces of litter were 
noted near one of the church entrance gates. There was a little litter in Riverdale estate. To further improve your 
markings in this category continue with the good work, but also include a litter management plan in your Tidy Towns 
plan. You can dovetail this plan with the County Litter Management plan. Your County Environmental Awareness 
Officer will be able to advise you in this regard.

As the school has two Green Flags it is a leader in various ways under this category heading. We note that you use 
water from the river for irrigation. Your recycling and composting efforts are good, but it is important to remember 
that this category is about minimising the production of waste in the first case. We would recommend that you 
consider attending or organising a Sustainable Waste and Resource Management seminar. Perhaps your County 
Environmental Awareness Officer might be able to suggest where you might attend such an event. You may even 
host such an event. You could increase your marks in this category as a community by taking on board some of the 
suggested projects in the leaflet distributed with the Entry Form in 2013. The Tidy Towns Handbook is also a good 
source of information in this regard.

In general the standard of individual residences and those in housing estates is very good in Bridgetown.You have 
two housing estates. Gleanntán na hAbhann is a lovely name for a housing estate which is also known as 
Riverdale. Here we saw well presented houses and gardens in a sylvan setting. At the end of the estate we 
observed a septic tank/treatment plant located on the open space. This needs to be disguised visually, as, at 
present its wire/rusty gates and poles looked poorly, and the lock on the gate appeared to be broken. Weeds were 
noted, and generally this is a pity in such a nice estate. There was a little litter in the estate. Riverdale has its own 
residents’ group whom you say work well together There was a little litter in the estate. We also noted some grass 
which had been cut, but not removed for composting. There were some dead branches in the shrubbery and trees 
bordering the river area here.

We observed a few weeds in Clonboy housing estate and we also noted that there was some on-footpath car 
parking, which both looks untidy and constructs obstructs footpath users.
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We are sorry to hear that dumping on your approach roads is causing you some grief. We realise how annoying this 
is for you. However on adjudication day we are happy to say that there was not any!

On the Killaloe approach road one 50 K pH sign was dirty, as was the Broadford/Bridgetown sign R 466/L3082. We 
appreciate that these are on the main road, but perhaps your local engineer will be able to help you have them 
cleaned. We also observed a worn sign near school. The footpaths on this approach need sweeping, and we noted 
quite an amount of weed killing had taken place here. Some weeds were growing around the stone enclosed 
Well/sign area. There were also some dead branches in the hedges.

On the approach via Tony’s bar the town sign needs renewal. On this approach road we noticed two headless road 
signs. Please arrange to have the relevant signage reattached or to have the poles removed. Although the old 
graveyard is well outside the speed limit area, it would be good if the gate could be painted. On this approach we 
would suggest that you trim the verges according to best practice, and especially in the vicinity of your village sign. 
The bank near the 50 K pH sign should be restored. This is a lovely treed approach, but we did see a few pieces of 
litter.

A 50 K pH speed limit on the left-hand side of an approach is turned away from the approach road. A stop sign on a 
pole at the corner near the closed bar premises needs paint. A yield sign just below Tony’s bar could do with 
repainting
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